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Movie Summary
The film Cold Turkey, directed by Norman Lear, takes place
in the town of Eagle Rock, Iowa, where the townspeople
have accepted a 30-day no-smoking challenge presented
as a media stunt by the Valiant Tobacco Company. If the
whole town quits smoking for 30 days, the Valiant
Tobacco Company will award them $25 million. The
town's Reverend Brooks (Dick Van Dyke) takes it upon
himself, with the help of others, to ensure that Eagle Rock
wins the challenge and receives the money. The film was
based on an unpublished manuscript by Margaret and
Neil Rau called "I'm Giving Them Up for Good".

Background on Lear
Norman Lear is an American television screen writer, film
and television producer who has created popular shows
such as "All in the Family," "The Jeffersons," and "Good
Times." Many of Lear's works are related to talking about
political, religious, or controversial content. In 1980, Lear
founded People for the American Way, a non-profit
progressive advocacy group. In 2000, Lear purchased a
1776 copy of the Declaration of Independence for $8.14
million. Lear and his wife took the document on tour across
America. In 2022, Lear is 100 years old and still works on TV
shows and does interviews. Netflix is coming out with a
new version of "Good Times" in 2022.

Cold Turkey and Greenfield
Although the fictitious town in the movie is called
Eagle Rock, Cold Turkey was filmed in a small town
called Greenfield, Iowa. While filming took place in
1969, the citizens of Greenfield took inspiration from
the movie's plot and decided to participate in a
smoking cessation event of their own. The
townspeople of Greenfield were heavily involved
with and interested in the filming of Cold Turkey. The
town has had reunions in 1999 and 2014, where
Norman Lear and some of the actors, such as Dick
Van Dyke, returned to commemorate the film.

Philip Morris Research
Philip Morris International, a multinational tobacco company, became intrigued
by the smoking cessation event in Greenfield in 1969 and decided to conduct
research to study the event's effect. Philip Morris sent 14-page surveys to all
citizens in Greenfield over the age of 14, asking questions about family,
occupation, education, health, romance, smoking history, and eating behaviour.
The study involved researchers from Philip Morris as well as doctors and
psychologists who helped to analyze the results. The final report covers the
success of the townspeople's efforts to go cold turkey and the unpleasant side
effects they experienced.

